
 

 
Environmental Health Home Health & Hospice    Personal & Family Health     Main Fax 
906.635.3620           906.635.1568             906.635.1566               906.253.1466 

 

CHIPPEWA COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
508 Ashmun, Su it e 120 

Sault  St e. Marie, Michigan  49783 

w w w .chippew ahd.com 

 
 

 
MEDIA RELEASE 

 
Date:  September 2, 2021 
 
Contact person: Lana Steinhaus, BBA 
Deputy Health Officer/Public Information Officer  
906.635.1568 
lsteinhaus@chippewahd.com 
 

COMMUNITY PARTNERS ENCOUARGE CONTINUED SAFE PRACTICES 
 
CHIPPEWA County, Michigan – Chippewa County Health Department (CCHD), in 
conjunction with Bay Mills Indian Community, Office of Emergency Services, Lake 
Superior State University (LSSU), Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians, and War 
Memorial Hospital (WMH), are strongly urging the community to follow safety 
mechanisms which have proven effective in the fight against COVID-19. 
 

1. Get your COVID vaccination as soon as possible.  Appointments are available 
for anyone 12 and older.  Schedule online at Chippewahd.com or contact Bay 
Mills Health Center, LSSU, Sault Tribe Health Center, WMH, and local 
pharmacies. 

2. Wear a multi-layered, well-fitting mask in all indoor settings when around 
people who do not live in your immediate household, regardless of 
vaccination status. 

3. Wear a mask whenever and wherever you are unable to maintain a minimum 
six feet from non-household members. 

4. Avoid crowded indoor spaces; when that is not feasible maintain distance (6-
feet) from those not in your household. 

5. Do all you can to ventilate spaces, such as opening windows when safe.  
6. Stay home when you do not feel well and get tested for COVID as soon as 

possible if you have symptoms of COVID or 3-5 days after known or 
suspected exposure, even if vaccinated. 

7. Wash your hands, thoroughly and often. 
8.  Get your flu shot as soon as it becomes available. 

 
With the extremely infectious Delta variant now the predominant variant in Michigan, it 
is more important than ever that we follow the safety guidelines to protect ourselves, our 
loved ones, and our community.  Reducing transmission to the lowest level possible not 
only will save lives, but also will help to keep kids in school, parents able to work, 
businesses to stay open and our economy to recover. Children under 12 cannot receive 
the vaccination, and this puts them at greater risk than those who are able to be 
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vaccinated. There is evidence of waning immunity from vaccination, likely leading to 
third doses for all recipients of mRNA vaccines. This reinforces the importance of all our 
proven public health measures. Each of us is responsible to minimize the risk of infection 
and to stop the spread.  We are also responsible to ensure the health system capacity is 
not overburdened.  
 
Currently, our hospital system is not overwhelmed; however, for the first time since May, 
we are seeing hospitalizations related to COVID infections. We do not want this trend to 
continue and need the community’s help to reduce hospitalizations.  Chippewa County’s 
recent positivity rate is at 4.7% with an increase of 142 cases for August.   
 
In addition to vaccination, by keeping with physical distancing and wearing a proper face 
cover in all indoor spaces around non-household members, avoiding crowded indoor 
spaces, masking whenever and wherever we are unable to maintain a minimum six feet 
from non-household members, along with good ventilation, frequent hand washing and 
disinfecting, we can prevent a greater wave of infection in our community. Our actions 
make a difference. 
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