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Tribal leaders calling for more presence on Hill

	 Aaniish	na	ezhi	maajiishkaayig	
maanda	niibing?	How	are	you(s)	
doing	this	summer?
	 That’s	not	an	error,	it’s	really	
how	it	is	translated.	Or	we	can	go
	 Southern	style	—	how	y’all	
doing	this	summer!?
	 I	just	pulled	in	from	
the	National	Indian	Health	
Board	conference	on	the	
Affordable	Care	Act,	known	as	
“Obamacare.”	It	was	set	up	to	
teach	us	about	what	tribes	will	be	
facing	with	the	coming	changes	
in	health	care.	Indian	Country	
is	in	a	unique	situation	and	our	
tribe	is	very	worried	about	the	
financial	impact	the	regulations	

and	changes	will	have	on	us	as	a	
nation.
	 I	brought	my	daughters	and	
nieces	with	me,	we	were	asked	
to	dance	in	the	opening	proces-
sion	of	the	conference.	I	was	
very	proud	to	be	asked	and	even	
happier	our	drum	attended.	This	
conference	hosted	a	wide	range	
of	tribal	leaders	from	across	the	
nation	and	it	was	heartwarming	
to	dance	for	them	and	share	with	
them	our	Anishinaabe	culture.	I	
think	the	best	part	was	having	my	
family	with	me.	Why?	Because	
when	I	was	young,	the	old	time	
leaders	brought	us	kids	with	
them.	They	planted	the	seeds	of
leadership	in	us	by	keeping	us	
close,	whereever	they	traveled.	
This	allowed	the	children	to	see	
what	we	face	as	tribal	leaders	and	
what	their	jobs	in	the	future	will	
be.
	 This	is	a	hard	thing	to	do	as	
an	Indian	parent.	You	are	torn	
between	teaching	children	what	
happened	to	us	in	the	past	versus	
letting	them	live	in	peace.	If	they	
eventually	choose	the	path	of	
leadership,	like	my	niece	Sugar	
Bear	seems	to	be	doing,	it’s	a	
hard	conversation	to	have,	to	talk	
about	what	transpired	in	the	past	
and	what	causes	us	to	march	the	
halls	of	Congress.

	 Sugar	Bear	is	the	chairman	
of	the	Youth	Tribal	Council	and	
she	attended	the	conference	with	
me	primarily	to	dance	and	nanny	
for	me,	however,	it	evolved	into	
much	more	than	that.	On	our	ride	
home,	I	found	myself	in	my	older	
relative’s	shoes.	She	wanted	to	
know	why	on	a	whole	host	of	
topics	with	regard	to	the	treaties	
and	why	we	need	to	make	our	
presence	known	in	Washington,	
D.C.
	 Needless	to	say,	it	was	a	hard	
conversation	for	me.	I	had	to	
strike	a	balance	between	educat-
ing	her	in	small	doses	and	not	
imparting	the	immense	anger	I	
remember	feeling	when	I	was	
told	about	the	atrocities	and	the	
unfairness	of	what	happened	to	us	
as	a	people.
	 We	talked	about	what	it’s	like	
to	go	to	Washington,	D.C.,	and	
talk	to	the	aides	and	congressmen	
and	congresswomen	and	what	
you	generally	are	met	with	when	
you	do.
	 It’s	exhausting	to	go	the	Hill	
and	keep	repeating	yourself	
many,	many	times	over	because	
nobody	knows	anything	about	
us.	Most	just	think	the	Indian	
problem	has	been	solved	with	the	
casinos,	however,	what	they	don’t	
know	is	that	most	tribes	don’t	

have	casinos	and	the	ones	that	
do,	like	ours,	are	in	rural	areas	
and	we	still	are	not	even	close	to	
meeting	the	needs	of	our	commu-
nities	in	health	care,	housing	or	
education.
	 Most	of	the	people	you	meet	
think	our	issues	are	race	based	so	
they	automatically	want	to	lump	
us	into	that	category.	What	they	
don’t	understand	is	that	it’s	a	
government-to-government	issue	
with	legally	binding	documents	
between	us.	What	they	don’t	
understand	is	that	we	gave	up	
natural	resources	in	exchange	for	
the	promise	of	health	care,	educa-
tion	and	housing.
	 Actually,	every	time	I	go	to	
Congress,	I	get	the	impression	
they	wish	I	would	just	go	away.	
Not	just	me	but	all	of	the	Indians	
roaming	around	on	the	Hill.	I	
have	a	sneaking	suspicion	that	
maybe	the	guilt	they	feel	is	just	as	
bad	as	the	anger	and	frustration	
we	carry.
	 No	matter	how	difficult,	it	is	
necessary	to	educate	your	chil-
dren	about	what	happened	to	us	
and	what	our	continued	struggles	
are	in	the	event	they	do	choose	
leadership	as	a	path	for	their	
lives.	I	believe	the	next	time	I	
journey	to	Washington,	D.C.,	to	
knock	on	the	doors	of	Congress,	

Sugar	Bear	will	be	with	me	so	
she	can	learn	and	experience	first	
hand	what	it	is	we	actually	do	as	
tribal	leaders.
	 The	tribal	leaders	at	this	con-
ference	called	for	more	presence	
on	the	Hill	in	the	coming	months,	
primarily	due	to	the	next	round	
of	sequestration.	They	are	fore-
casting	that	the	cuts	will	happen	
again	since	Congress	can’t	get	
along	and	that	we,	as	Indian	lead-
ers,	will	have	our	work	cut	out	
for	us.	If	we	don’t	have	a	strong	
voice	and	strong	presence	on	the	
Hill	we	risk	even	deeper	spending	
cuts.	Instead	of	attending	United	
Tribes	or	MAST,	we	may	use	
our	money	to	make	more	trips	
to	Capitol	Hill.	It’s	a	conversa-
tion	the	board	will	have	to	have	
shortly,	once	we	re-group	and	go	
over	all	the	information	about	the	
Affordable	Care	Act.
	 In	closing,	I	hope	you	all	have	
a	warm	fall	with	a	good	color	
season.	That’s	what	I’m	praying	
for	this	season.
	 Dbaajimitaadaa!	Biginoonshin!	
Let’s	talk	about	it,	call	me!
	 Baamaapii	kawaabmin!	See	
you	later.
	 Sincerely,
	 Debra-Ann	Pine
	 (906)	440-1334
	 debrapine@yahoo.com

Debra Pine, Director,
Unit i

Hessel powwow, a great event for community

	 We	held	our	21st	annual	sum-
mer	powwow	in	Hessel	this	past	
week.	As	always	it	was	beautiful	
weather	and	so	many	family	and	
friends	came	to	gather.	It	takes	
many	hours	to	prepare,	coordinate	
and	get	ready	for	our	celebration.	
Our	Housing	Department	guys	
came	down	and	remodeled	our	
lodge	for	better	access	for	our	
elders,	they	did	fantastic	work.	
Miigwech	to	our	Hessel	Elders	
Committee	for	heading	this	proj-

ect	up	and	feeding	our	visitors	
throughout	the	weekend.	Our	
Powwow	Committee	and	com-
munity	members	come	together	
to	plan,	clean	grounds,	gather	
medicines,	shop,	cook	and	make	
sure	all	is	done	in	a	good	way	for	
us	and	our	traditions.	
	 This	year	our	Hessel	com-
munity	drum,	Mukwa	Giizek,	
hosted	and,	once	again,	gave	us	
amazing	sounds,	I	smile	with	
true	pride	every	time	I	hear	them.	
They	are	the	pride	of	our	com-
munity.	We	had	other	drums	with	
us	this	year	and	they	brought	out	
some	powerful	music	and	cel-
ebration:	Sturgeon	Bay,	Tic	Bush,	
Bawating,	Blackbear	and	Agwa	
Gumi	from	Batchuwana,	Chief	
Dean	Sayers	and	Tony	Grondin.	
The	dancers	and	families	we	had	
made	it	so	special.	It	was	so	nice	
that	the	Birons	all	came	home	to	
be	here	and	enjoy	our	families.	
	 I	walked	through	the	grounds	
both	mornings	of	the	powwow	
and	the	feelings	had	been	unex-
plainable.	At	sunrise	people	
were	in	the	lodge	talking	at	open	
ceremonies,	our	precious	elder	

women	where	preparing	our	
feasts	and	that	brings	such	a	safe	
feeling	to	me;	miigwech,	Dorthy,	
Midge	and	aunt	Linda,	I	love	you	
guys.	We	had	many	old	friends	
come	to	celebrate,	too.	Our	elder	
Roy	Dutcher	danced	and	was	in	
full	regalia,	these	are	the	ways	
and	it	means	so	much	to	us	that	
they	carry	on	our	ways	for	us	
and	gather	in	our	community.	
Miigwech,	Roy,	you’ll	always	be	
so	close	to	my	heart	as	my	elder.	
My	aunties	were	there,	showing	
pride	and	keeping	up	as	heads	of	
our	family,	aunt	Margeret,	aunt	
Catherine	and	aunt	Ann.	They	
have	had	many	heartaches	in	life;	
just	a	couple	days	of	them	enjoy-
ing	their	family	and	celebrating	
our	traditions	is	one	reason	we	
gather	in	this	way.	My	cousin	
Perry	and	his	beautiful	family	
and	granddaughters	are	always	
there	dancing	for	our	people,	they	
started	dancing	when	they	were	
little	tiny	girls	and	now	beam	
with	pride.	My	godfather/uncle	
Jim	stayed	by	the	arena	the	whole	
time	and	listened	and	relaxed.	
	 We	lose	people	throughout	the	

year	and	it’s	painful	to	not	have	
them	around,	but	times	like	these	
bring	out	good	feelings,	feelings	
of	healing	and	peace.	Many	of	us	
have	lost	loved	ones	in	the	past	
year,	that’s	so	tough,	especially	
when	the	void	can	never	be	filled	
in	this	life.	We	reminisce	and	feel	
close	to	them	when	we	have	fires,	
drums	and	prayer.	Bobbie,	Mel	
and	Val,	you	being	there	made	us	
feel	close	to	uncle	Ray	and	aunt	
Loreen.	Tad,	thanks	for	stopping	
in	to	visit	the	evening	before	too,	
made	me	think	of	the	old	ones	
who	used	to	drive	around	in	big	
ol’	cars,	checking	out	the	happen-
ings,	kind	words	that	made	me	
smile.	
	 We	gather	and	celebrate	to	
carry	on	our	ways,	to	remind	
us	that	we	are	strong,	unique	
Anishinaabe	and	throughout	my	
time	at	the	powwow,	I	danced	for	
my	uncles	who	have	passed	on	
and	truly	loved	our	Hessel	pow-
wow,	for	my	elders	who	can’t,	
our	veterans,	our	communities	
and	for	preservation	of	our	ways.
				Walking	around	watching	qui-
etly	always	shows	me	the	true	

meaning	of	our	ways.
				Miigwech	to	my	own	beautiful	
daughter	and	grandaughters	for	
celabrating	our	ways,	too.	Alanna	
and	Ava	were	the	littlest	danc-
ers	and	I	will	always	cherish	this	
weekend.	Miigwech	to	my	par-
ents,	John	and	Janice,	for	teach-
ing	me	to	appreciate	our	family	
and	our	ways.	I	hope	all	who	
attended	walked	away	feeling	
the	special	memories	that	I	did.	
Last	but	not	least,	chi	miigwech	
Adrianne	and	Graz	Shipman,	
your	ceremony	and	presence	with	
us	keeps	me	going	and	the	love	
you	show	for	people	and	the	com-
munities	is	unconditional.
	 I’m	writing	all	this	because	
I	wanted	to	share	with	you	
my	personal	experience	as	an	
Anishinaabe	kwe,	the	feelings	
and	pride	in	who	we	are,	our	
gatherings	are	sacred	and	power-
ful	and	for	that	I’m	thankful.	
	 Baamaapii,
	 Lana	Causley,	(906)484-2954,	
(906)322-3818,	lcausley@
saulttribe.net	

lana caUsley, Director,
Unit ii

by rick smith
				Good	times	for	a	good	cause,	
that’s	what	the	inaugural	Hogs	
for	Hope	Pig	Roast	and	Festival	
promises	for	young	and	old	at	the	
Aune-Osborn	Park	in	Sault	Ste.	
Marie	on	Oct.	5.	Proceeds	from	
the	event	will	support	Families	
Against	Narcotics	(FAN)	of	
Chippewa	County.
				“We	are	very	excited	about	our	
hog	roast	coming	up	and	hope	to	
see	a	lot	of	community	members	
and	their	families	come	out	and	
enjoy	some	great	food	and	enter-
tainment,”	said	Lisa	Gauthier,	
FAN	president.	“This	will	be	our	
first	big	fundraiser	as	a	new	chap-
ter	here	in	Chippewa	County.”

				The	2013	Hogs	for	Hope	Fest	
takes	place	from	1	p.m.	to	7	p.m.	
and	scheduled	attractions	are	live	
bands,	silent	auction,	bake	sale,	
pie	contest,	50/50	draw,	bouncy	
house,	games	and	other	fun	fea-
tures	for	youngsters.

				“You	may	purchase	tickets	in	
advance	for	$8	at	the	Soo	Coop	
Credit	Union,	Central	Savings	
Bank	and	O’Connor’s,”	said	
Gauthier.	“Tickets	will	go	up	in	
price	after	Oct.	1	to	$10,	but	kids	
six	and	under	eat	free.”	Those	

who	wish	to	buy	advanced	tickets	
may	also	call	(906)	203-8959.
				Gauthier	confirmed	FAN	plans	
to	make	the	Hogs	for	Hope	Fest	
an	annual	event.	And	as	fun	as	it	
sounds,	she	indicated	there	may	
be	at	least	one	change	coming.	
“Most	likely,	next	year	it	will	be	
earlier	in	the	summer,”	she	noted.
				FAN	of	Chippewa	County	
began	its	mission	last	June	to	
raise	awareness	of	the	rampant	
prescription	drug	abuse	that	is	
claiming	hopes,	dreams	and	lives	
as	it	quietly	expands	in	communi-
ties.	Further,	FAN	aims	to	branch	
into	education	and	about	various	
facets	of	addiction	and	prevention	
as	well	as	facilitating	recovery	

from	addiction.
				Anyone	in	Chippewa	County	
interested	in	becoming	involved	
with	the	organization	may	attend	
monthly	meetings	scheduled	on	
the	third	Wednesday	of	every	
month	from	5:30	to	7:30	p.m.	
at	the	Huntington	Bank	on	the	
southeast	corner	of	Ashmun	and	
Spruce	streets	in	downtown	Sault	
Ste.	Marie.
				More	information	on	FAN	is	
at	www.familiesagainstnarcotics.
org,	information	on	the	Chippewa	
County	chapter	is	also	found	on	
the	site	by	scrolling	down	to	the	
bottom	of	the	home	page	and	
opening	the	Chippewa	County	
link	listed	under	the	locations	tab.

Hogs for Hope Fest set for Oct. 5 in Sault Ste. Marie

The Families Against Narcotics — FAN — Board of DIrectors, above, 
is ready for action holding its first big fundraiser Oct. 5 at the Aune-
Osborn park in the Sault, with a pig roast and family activities. 


