
 

       5th Annual Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians 
    Baawting Anishinaabemowin Conference 

               June 12-13, 2015 
 

            AGENDA 
 

          Friday, June 12, 2015 
 

3:00 p.m.    Registration Opens at Niigaanagiizhik Building  
     
5:00 – 6:30 p.m.  Welcome Feast/ Opening Ceremony  
    Anishinaabemowin Songs      Susan Askwith 
6:30 – 7:30 p.m.   Keynote Speaker       Rose Trudeau 
  
7:30 – 9:30 p.m.  Drum Social                                                            Sturgeon Bay Singers 
 
    Sacred Fire – Waanzhiim                  

  
            Saturday, June 13, 2015 

 
7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast 
8:30 a.m. – 8:45 a.m. Opening Prayer, & announcements 
 
9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Language Workshops 
    *Building Stone/Rock Teachings   Doris Boissoneau 
    Tent   Introduction to Ojibwe   Cecil Pavlat  

      Waanzhiim    Storytelling     Leonard Kimewon/Donna Spencer 
 

10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. Break 
 
10:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. *Building  Anishinaabek Identity Mind and Spirit Josh Eshkawkogan 
    Tent   What Families should Know…  Patricia Osawamick 

 



 

  5th Annual Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians 
   Baawting Anishinaabemowin Conference 

 
   AGENDA CONTINUED 

 
      Saturday, June 13, 2015 

 
 
 
12:15 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. Lunch  On your own 

 
1:15 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. Language Workshops 
    *Building  Introduction to Ojibwe   Cecil Pavlat 
    Tent   Stone/Rock Teachings   Doris Boissoneau 
 
2:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Break 
 
3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.  *Building What Families Should Know…  Patricia Osawamick 
    Tent   Anishinaabek Identity Mind and Spirit Josh Eshkawkogan 
     

Closing Ceremony                                                   Sturgeon Bay Singers 
 

             *Niigaanagiizhik Building  

             
 

 



 

      5th Annual Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians 
                   Baawting Anishinaabemowin Conference 

                June 12-13, 2015 
 

              PRESENTERS 
 

Susan Askwith Aanii, some of my favorite things are being married to nwiidigemaagan John (45 years this summer), 
having 2 delightful daughters and 2 grand-daughters.  I loved teaching the sciences (mostly) to high school kids 
(mostly) in the Sault, although I’ve been retired now for a dozen years.  I’ve loved playing with fibers as well as many 
other arts, all my life.  I started making music with instruments in the 4th grade and I’m still getting a kick out of that.    
Since retiring, I’ve played with learning Anishinaabemowin.  I started to get serious only in the last couple years.  I’ve 
been so lucky.  I really appreciate it all.   
 
Doris Boissoneau is a Garden River Band member, who was born in Wikwemikong Unceded First Nation, Ontario.  
She has three children, 5 grandchildren, and 1 great grandchild.  She is a fluent Anishinaabemowin language speaker.  
Over 30 years of experience teaching Anishinaabemowin in USA and Canada.  Doris has extensive experience in 
curriculum development and assessment.  Since 1992 to 2011, she was coordinator/faculty member at Sault College 
Anishinaabemowin Program.  Doris is committed to sharing and teaching and facilitating in an environment that is 
conducive to high standard of best practices.  She is a recipient of Life Time Achievement Award, Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee Province of Ontario, with more awards to add but not mentioned.   
 
Workshop Title:  Stone/Rock Teachings 
In this workshop, Doris will present the power of healing stones and will display her private stone collection.  She will 
give Teachings about Mishoomis Stones/Rocks that are used for ceremonies (sweat lodges), how stones are used for the 
well-being.  Doris will explain about ancient buildings such as the temples in Aztec/Mayan which were all built from 
stone over 4,000 years and structures that are still standing.  She will be talking about Anishinaabe petroglyphs from 
Agawa Bay, some are over 10,000 years old found in the Great Lakes area.  Other picture examples of native petroglyphs 
will be shown from different areas in the USA and Canada.  This workshop will provided terrific insight into rock work 
and culture.    
 
Josh Eshkawkogan is a descendent of Chief Louie Ozawanimikil.  His spirit name is Peacekeeper of the medicine’s 
people.  He is Thunderbird clan, previously from the Fish Clan and the Turtle has my chief.  Josh is from the 
Wikwemikong Reserve, Manitoulin Island, home of the Three Fires Confederacy.  He is a pipe carrier.  He is a 
traditional healer for Noojmoowin Health Center with knowledge and language keeper.  He is an elder advisor on the 



 

United Chief and Council Manitoulin Minis.  He enjoys coaching minor hockey, ceremonies, sweats, language sharing, 
and outdoor activities.  
 
Leonard Kimewon was born and raised in Wikwemikong, Ontario Canada.  Growing up, Anishinaabemowin was his 
first language and everyone always spoke in the language.  English was not spoken on the reserve when he was a child.  
He has always known and loved the Anishinaabemowin language.  He married his wife Elizabeth in 1964 and moved to 
the United States in 1966. He and Elizabeth are still happily married today.  Together, they have 5 children and 11 
grandchildren.  Leonard started working for a Motor Wheel Company in 1966-1981.  He then started working for 
General Motors (GM) on the Assembly Line in 1981.  He worked on the Assembly Line at GM for 23 years and retired in 
2004.  Leonard started working as a Language Instructor for the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians (Sault 
Tribe) in 2007 on a contractual basis.  He continues to instruct adult language classes for the Sault Tribe.  

 
Patricia Osawamick is Anishinaabe, Ojibwe, known as "Waasnode Kwe" from the Beaver Clan.  She is from 
Wikwemikong Unceded First Nation on Manitoulin Island, Ontario, Canada.  As a young child she was taught 
Anishinaabemowin Language and lived the traditional and cultural way of life.  As a fluent speaker today, her specialty 
has been working with passing Anishinaabemowin on to many who want to learn it.  Her previous work experience was 
with working with the Potawatomi Indian Reservation in the State of Kansas as an Immersion Instructor, as well as for 
the Bay Mills College in Bay Mills, Michigan.  She also worked at Kenjgewin-Teg educational Institute as an 
Anishinaabemowin Immersion instructor for the Sault Ste. Marie College in Mchigeeng, Manitoulin Island.  Pat is an 
accomplished self-taught crafts person and has much experience in catering Native Cuisine.  Presently, she is employed 
at Saginaw Chippewa Day Care as a Primary Language specialist. 
 
Work Shop Title: What Families should know about Teaching Anishinaabemowin to Toddlers  
Patricia will be demonstrating some of the activities that are used when immersing toddlers in Anishinaabemowin. 
These are methods she has used and proven beneficial when working with small children. Pat has been working with 
toddlers in the last 5 years at the Sasiwaans Immersion School.  Examples: How to smudge with little ones, the 
Anishinaabemowin sound chart, songs, puppet shows, counting, and many other enhancing activities which she will be 
sharing.  
 
Donna Spencer  Aaniin nimikiikwe ndizhnikaaz.  I am a Sault tribe elder who has studied the Anishinaabe language 
for the past 10 years, plus.  My mother was a huge influence in my life, she was born and raised on Sugar Island and 
spoke only in the language until she was sent to boarding school.  I am the oldest of 11 children and the only one who 
made the move back here to familiarize myself with our culture and traditions.  Although I’m not a fluent speaker yet, I 
have represented the tribe in wearing traditional dress in the Lilac Festival on Mackinac Island as a head female dancer.  
My mom had attended many language conferences with me in the past years and she would be really proud of the fact 
that I am a participant and presenter this year.   I will continue to learn the language and try my best, Miigwech!   
 



 

 
Cecil E. Pavlat Sr. is also known as Giigidong waasei, and his clan ajiijaag dodem.  Cecil is a citizen of the Sault Ste. 
Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians and a traditional practitioner within his community.  He has been married to his wife, 
Karol for 43 years and they have two children.  Cecil is most proud to have his two grandchildren who he helps teach 
culture and traditions, including the Anishinaabemowin language.  He attended Bay Mills Community College and 
received an Associate’s Degree in Applied Science with a concentration in Native American Studies in May 2004.  He 
also received an Anishinaabe Language Institute Degree, with honors, from Bay Mills Community College in 1999.  He 
worked as the Cultural Repatriation Specialist for the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians for the past 15 years 
and retired in December 2014.  He has made it his life responsibility to care for his Ancestors.  He is a founding member 
of the Michigan Anishinaabek Cultural Preservation and Repatriation Alliance (MACPRA) and of the Sugar Island 
Powwow.  He believes in the strong cultural ties to his Tribal Heritage and is actively working on restoring and 
preserving that heritage.  This is very important and necessary to help rekindle and preserve Tribal Beliefs and 
Traditions.  Cecil is a Traditional Practitioner who conducts many Traditional Ceremonies, such as; Repatriation 
Reburial, Wedding, Naming, Sweatlodge and Changing Worlds (Funeral).  
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                        


