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Health Committee addressing unmet needs

 It’s official. This cold hard 
winter is over!
 As delegate for Region 5 (MI, 
WS, MN) at EPA’s National 
Tribal Operations Caucus 
(NTOC), we held our semi-
annual meeting to move forward 
on a slate of critical initiatives 
designed to fully implement the 
1984 EPA Indian Policy. Our 

work involves moving forward 
with a process to ensure that 
we are adhering to an agency 
– wide policy for protecting 
physical and natural resources 
in Indian country. This includes 
efforts to include our fisheries 
as designated use for protection 
purposes. We are seeking 
direct implementation of tribal 
cooperative agreements. What 
this means is more resources so 
that we can increase our capacity 
to manage our environmental-
related resources on a more level 
playing field with the states. I 
want to thank United Tribes of 
Michigan for supporting our 
effort to strengthen EPA/tribal 
partnership at its recent meeting 
in Mt. Pleasant.
 LOCAL NOTES
 Congratulations to all the 
graduates. What a milestone in 
your lives! I am especially proud 
of our tribal graduates from 
Consolidated Community School 

Services (CCSS) Alternative 
Schools in Newberry and 
Cedarville. You’ve overcome 
significant challenges and 
demonstrated real fortitude. 
Congrats! We’ll be announcing 
scholarship winners in next 
month’s newspaper.  
 The Ad Hoc Health 
Committee will resume efforts 
to address unmet health needs 
in our community. We will be 
addressing the feasibility of after-
hours urgent care in the outlying 
rural areas and will bring the 
conversation to the Elders Sub-
Committee meeting this June in 
Newberry. 
 The local foods movement is 
vibrant. I want to give a shout out 
to the Youth Farm Stand project. 
Part of the project is teaching 
our youth to be entrepreneurs. 
Heirlooms seed banks and 
land restoration, hoop houses 
to extend the growing season 
here, expansion of the Hessel 

community garden — these are 
the type of activities that bring 
our community together across 
generations. They also strengthen 
our food sovereignty, food 
security and traditional ecological 
knowledge. A big thanks to 
Monica Cady, Lisa Burnside, Bob 
Causley and many others who are 
nurturing this movement. 
   FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
 Independent auditing of 
financial statements of the 
tribal government activities, the 
business-type activities, each 
major fund and the aggregate 
remaining fund information 
through December 31, 2013, 
is complete. Financial analysis 
is ongoing. The simplest 
explanation of our Gaming 
enterprises is, operating costs are 
down, but so are our revenues.  
We recognize that the larger 
economy is down and that 
impacts our gaming, but there 
is much room for improvement. 

Costs ticking down and revenue 
ticking up is the objective. 
Investment in our workforce and 
capable management will dictate 
our ability to achieve those 
objectives.
 On the government side, the 
largest fiscal 2014 budgeted 
expenditures are for Direct 
Services, Consulting/Sub-
contracting, and expansion of 
member services. If budgetary 
estimates are realized, the tribe’s 
budgetary General Fund balance 
is expected to remain steady by 
the close of fiscal 2014. For the 
tribe’s business-type activities, 
we expect 2014 results will 
improve based on reduction in 
operating costs and increase in 
operating margins.
 Summer is here and it sure 
looks promising.

Catherine hollowell, 
DireCtor, Unit ii

Unit 4 board report — updating membership 

 In less than four years time, 
the tribal debt of $28 million 
will be eliminated. After the debt 
is paid off, we will be able to 

reprogram the funding (about 
$7 million a year) back into 
programs and services and set 
aside a percentage of funding for 
future generations. 
    The tribal board needs to 
schedule a workshop to create a 
five and 10-year tribal strategic 
and revenue plan. The revenue 
plan is very important. We need 
to have a plan in place when 
casino expansion projects like 
Lansing occur so we can obligate 
a percentage of the casino 
revenues into savings, future 
expansions, provide additional 
funding for programs and services 
for the elders, youth, health and 
social services, etc.
    The board also needs to plan 
and take a look at the possibility 
of giving ALL of our hard 
working team members either a 

raise or cost of living increase. 
Some board members have 
commented during workshop 
discussions that some divisions 
can afford pay increases for their 
employees. We shouldn’t pick or 
choose one program, division or 
enterprise over another, all team 
members should get an increase if 
the funding is identified, without 
cutting any programs or services.
    The Gathering of the Clans 
powwow planning committee 
would like to invite you to the 
June 14 and 15 powwow in 
Manistique. The powwow is held 
behind the Manistique Tribal 
Center; free entrance and rough 
camping is available. Saturday 
grand entry is at 12 and 7 p.m. 
Feast meal is on Saturday at 5 
p.m., and the auction is right 
after the feast meal. If you would 

like to donate any items for the 
auction, please drop them off to 
Viola Neadow at the Manistique 
Tribal Center. I look forward to 
seeing you there.
    On May 10, the Escanaba 
elders held a clean up of the 
Indian Pointe Cemetery in 
Nahma, Mich. Thank you to 
the following individuals who 
were able to volunteer: Betty 
Majestic, Gerald and Charlene 
Peters, Ernie and Pam Demmon, 
Ron and Brenda Nelson, Edward 
Goudreau, Beau Rochefort, Levi 
Morrow and Darcy Morrow. 
Thanks to the Manistique 
Kewadin Casino for providing 
lunch, pop and water, and for 
lending two of their maintenance 
workers to assist with the clean 
up. And, thanks to Beau for 
grilling. Pictures will be in 

the Elder Times section of the 
newspaper.
    At this time, I would like to 
acknowledge and thank our good 
friend and co-board member 
Joan Carr Anderson, for her 
years of service and dedication 
to the tribe, membership and her 
Unit V members. I wish her all 
the best, safe travels and good 
health during her retirement. I 
will miss this soft-spoken lady 
greatly, she is a true friend.
    I would also like to say 
“congratulations” to all the high 
school and college graduates.
    Thank you,
    Denise Chase, Vice-
chairwoman
    (906) 322-3819

Denise Chase, 
DireCtor, Unit iV

Michigan is working to abolish tribal sovereignty

 As we await the summer 
recess of U.S. Supreme Court, 
we also await a decision that may 
affect all tribal nations across 
this land. The State of Michigan 
filed suit against Bay Mills Indian 
Community and the Sault Ste. 
Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians. 
The case landed in the Supreme 
Court when the state appealed the 
decision of lower courts. What 
the state is now taking issue with 
and is asking the court to rule on 
is tribal sovereignty.
    Tribal Sovereignty is NOT 
something that was “granted” 
by the U.S. Constitution; it was 
instead recognized as tribal 
nation’s inherent right to govern 
themselves without the ability 
to be revoked. Even then, it was 

understood that Native tribes 
were “nations” with political 
and geographical boundaries 
since time immemorial. This 
“Indian nation” recognition 
means each tribe is distinct from 
the other and has the right to 
manage themselves as well as 
have dealings with the federal 
government and their departments 
and subdivisions. It is the very 
base of our status as separate and 
equal governments. 
    The State of Michigan has 
in its sights the abolishment 
of tribal sovereignty. It wishes 
for the Supreme Court to agree 
to do so in an effort to control 
Indian tribes business efforts 
and casino operations. Instead of 
utilizing the remedies available to 
them via public law and gaming 
compacts, such as employing law 
enforcement, mediation and law 
suits, it chooses to destroy the 
status of every tribe in the nation. 
It is a selfish and despicable 
attempt. And I am more than 
angry with our governor and 
his staff for their arrogance 
and refusal to use the methods 
available to them for addressing 
differences, violations, and/or 
gaming compacts where they take 
issue. I am anxiously awaiting the 
Supreme Court decision, along 

with every tribal nation in this 
country! We must hope that the 
court as well as Congress sees 
through the treachery and finds 
favorably for sovereignty by 
sending the state back to use the 
means already available to it.
    I have always believed that 
every time our rights have been 
defined beyond the language of 
the U.S. Constitution and treaties, 
we lost ground. Our fishing rights 
were hard fought in the 1970s and 
I vividly remember the bumper 
stickers that read “Save a Fish, 
Spear an Indian!” I remember 
armed blockades and fishermen 
being fired upon for exercising 
their rights. Our rights were 
preserved by the heroic efforts of 
fisherman. From their fight came 
the 2000 Consent Decree defining 
our right to a share of the fishery 
in the Great Lakes.
    Later, the 2007 Inland Consent 
Decree gave definition to our 
rights to a share in the natural 
resources inland, from the Great 
Lakes. This too defined our rights 
as to who, what, when, where 
and why we can hunt, fish and 
gather. Those tribes who signed 
this decree, agreed to somewhat 
mimic state DNR laws in those 
areas and to provide regulation of 
our members and the resources. 

What was lost is our ability to 
exercise our rights on all federal 
and state land. Instead we are 
remanded to only those areas 
identified by the state. Which I 
am inclined to remind, was not 
even a government in 1836 at the 
time the treaties were signed.
    I have to wonder, who will 
stand up to the State of Michigan 
in their bid to abolish sovereignty. 
If not us, who? If not now, when? 
Too often we tip toe around in 

fear of offending the governments 
who see us as inferior or 
inconsequential. What happens in 
this U.S. Supreme Court case will 
affect every single tribe in the 
United States!
    As always, I welcome your 
input. You may contact me at 
(906) 440-9762 or dmalloy@
saulttribe.net.
    Respectfully submitted,
    DJ Malloy

DJ Malloy, DireCtor, Unit i

Sault Tribe Chairman Aaron Payment (right) swore in attorneys Chad 
DePetro and John Lemire into the Sault Ste. Marie Chippewa Tribal 
Court of Appeals on May 16 in the George K. Nolan Judicial Building.


