
October 17, 2014 • Win Awenen Nisitotung Representative Reports Page 19

SUCCESSES AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL! 
Health Division Delivers Millions of $ in New Funds 

Aaron A. Payment, MPA 
Tribal Chairperson 

Representing All Members  
Everywhere 

 

Ahneen, Boozo, Negee: 
          As you know, in 2012, 
the members voted to expand 
our gaming to additional ven-
ues outside of the UP.  If we 
are ever to expand services to 
better meet members’ needs 
and expand our Elder dividend 
back to an amount (or more) 
when I was chair the last time, 
we have to secure new sources 
of revenues. Our petition to the  
U.S. Department of Interior has 
been submitted. We anticipated 
an adverse opinion at the re-
gional solicitor’s office, but the 
issue will instead be reviewed 
by the national solicitor and 
decision made by the Assistant 
Secretary of Interior.   
          At this point, we could 
use support rather than the neg-
ativity of some board members.  
I was not 100 percent in sup-
port of gaming expansion until 
the members voted for it via 
tribal referendum. Since return-
ing to office, I have pushed to 
make the proposal worthwhile.  
Now, it is up to us, as a Tribe, 
to present a unified and profes-
sional front rather than a unsta-
ble picture of board discord. To 
be honest, I don’t bother to 
look at the nonsense  others 
write but the unprofessional 
depiction is threatening our 
entire future.  That is not lead-
ership, it is dysfunction. 

TRIBAL UNITY:  
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 

          While Director Sorenson 
has characterized our efforts at 
our nation’s capitol as 
“begging,” I have a very differ-
ent view.  In the 1836 Treaty of 
Washington, we ceded millions 

of acres of land  that allowed 
Michigan to become a state just 
a year later.  In doing so, we 
secured the benefits of “health, 
education, and social welfare” 
benefits for “as long as the riv-
ers flow, grass grows, and wind 
blows.”  We are not begging, 
we have “paid in full” for these 
benefits.  We travel to DC to 
remind Congress of their feder-
al trust obligation here.  No 
matter how successful our 
gaming or economic enterpris-
es become, I intend to continue 
to hold the US Government 
accountable to fulfill this 
“Trust Obligation.”  Ignorant  
and assimilated people simply 
do not understand this but I am 
proud of the work we do here.    
 
LEGISLATIVE VICTORY:  
General Welfare Exemption 

          One major victory we 
have accomplished is the pas-
sage by the U.S. House and 
Senate to make benefits we 
provided via gaming revenues 
non-taxable.  As an example, 
tribal scholarships or Elder 
Dividend supplements will not 
require 1099 tax reporting and 
members will not have to pay 
taxes on these types of bene-
fits.  We accomplished approv-
al last month  during our Na-
tional Congress of American 
Indians -National Indian Health 
Board Tribal Unity Days in 
DC.  Please see a series of pho-
tos at the bottom of the page.  
During the 2013 annual NCAI 
meeting where I was elected 
the Midwest VP for NCAI, we 
passed legislation to push for 
the “General Welfare Exemp-
tion.” Less than a year later, we 
accomplished this huge victory 
that benefits our members. 
 

SPECIAL DIABETES  
PERMANENT FUNDING 

          With the legislative vic-
tory above,  I will sponsor new 
legislation for NCAI to push 
for Congressional action to 
permanently and fully fund the 
Special Diabetes Program Initi-
ative as it has shown great 
promise for improving all 
health metrics related to heart 
disease and diabetes, which 
will extend the lives of our El-
ders, save their limbs and im-
prove their quality of life.   

 

HEALTH TEAM  
OUTSTANDING! 

          I am so proud of our 
health team as lead by our out-
standing Tribal Health Director 
Bonnie Culfa.  In this edition 
of our paper is a write up of 
new funding in the amount of  
over $1.2 million a year to ad-
dress issues of obesity, diabe-
tes, heart disease though the 
promotion of exercise, good 
nutrition, and tobacco free liv-
ing.  Information and opportu-
nities that promote wellness are 
important to extend our lives. 
         I want to acknowledge 
that since joining our Heath 
Team in 2005, Bonnie Culfa (a 
Sault Tribe member from St. 
Ignace) has increased our IHS 
funding by millions and specif-
ically met my challenge to her 
to increase third party insur-
ance revenues from $1.5 mil-
lion in 2005 to nearly $8 mil-
lion today!  When we restruc-
tured, gained accreditation, and 
adopted a medical model for 
behavioral health, we were able 
to raise third party revenues.  I 
foresee that within a few years, 
we will exceed $10 million in 
collectibles. With a IHS budget 
of over $18 million and third 
party revenues of $8 million, 
our health division has proven 
itself to be self sufficient at an 
overall budget of $26 million.  
No other single source of reve-
nues in the Tribe right now 
(not even the casino) contribute 
this amount to services.  Thank 
you to our Health Division 
Team for such great work! 

MY BROTHERS’ KEEPER 
          I am pleased to announce 
that I have convened a plan-
ning session to discuss our 
Tribe becoming a participating 
tribe in the My Brother's Keep-
er Initiative, which was estab-
lished by President Obama to 
align existing services and op-
portunities for young men of 
color who represent a dispro-
portionate number of juveniles 
who find themselves adjudicat-
ed or incarcerated. I recognize 
myself as a person of color. I 
think back to the many points 
where my live could have end-
ed up very differently. Given 
environmental factors, I am 
amazed I did not end up with a 
juvenile criminal record. I of 

ten acknowledge the saying, 
"There for the grace of God go 
I." I think my faith and the in-
terventions of good people and 
opportunities like those repre-
sented through our JTPA Pro-
gram, Upward Bound and a 
college student (Norma Dean) 
who interned with our sub-
stance abuse program at the 
Shedawin building made the 
difference for me.   
          MBK is an alignment of 
resources and a re-dedication 
and renewed commitment to 
our youth.  While it is framed 
as "my brothers" keeper to fo-
cus on the worst of the worst 
statistics young men of color 
face, the expected benefits for 
our young girls will be equally 
evident.   I will provide updates 
as this project proceeds.   

MACKINAC OIL SPILL  
IMMINENT 

          Please watch the simula-
tion in the attached link of 
what WILL HAPPEN when 
the Enbridge Pipe breaks under 
the Mackinac Bridge. I did an 
interview with a CBS affiliated 
on Tuesday and I spoke at a 
press conference in Lansing 
recently.  The Enbridge Pipe 
line is 5 miles long and has a 
pipe that ranges from 20 inches 
to 30 inches in diameter. For 
every mile, there is 200,000 
gallons of oil. Thus, for the 
length of the bridge, there is 
approximately 1 to 1.5 million 
gallons of oil. While Enbridge 
installed a valve to shut off 
additional oil in case of a spill, 
a million gallons will nonethe-
less spill into Lake Michigan 
and Lake Huron.  
          What is at stake is our 
fisheries and water quality in 
the Great Lakes which repre-
sents 20 percent of the Earth's 
fresh water supply. Our white-
fish population has already de-
clined from 1 million 10 years 

ago to about 450,000 today due 
to sea lamprey, quagga mus-
sels, and declines in zooplank-
ton. This additional impact to 
the ecology will most likely 
decimate our fisheries. It will 
also destroy the sports fisheries 
including the walleye popula-
tion. 
        I worked in the Battle 
Creek area when the Enbridge 
spill happened in the Kalama-
zoo River in 2010. Over 300 
homes had to be evacuated due 
to the toxicity in the air. The 
expected clean up to return the 
water quality to the pre-spill 
ecology is over 100 years. 
While original estimates were a 
$5 million clean up, the total 
costs have exceeded $1 billion. 
The million gallon spill at the 
Kalamazoo River was some-
what contained.  Containment 
in the Great Lakes, however,  
is nearly impossible and will 
likely be a cost of multiples of 
the Kalamazoo spill given the 
different inlets and tributaries it 
would affect. 
Take a stand! Get involved.  
Let's protect the lifeblood of 

our Mother Earth! 
 

http://ecowatch.com/…/
pipeline-rupture-beneath-great-
lakes…/ 
 
         For tribal members who 
live in Michigan, please re-
member to vote on Nov. 4.  I 
am going to spare you who I 
plan to vote for (email me if 
you really want to know) but I 
urge you to exercise your right.  
Natives are hunters but we only 
“take what we need and leave 
the rest.”  We don’t eat our 
brother Maengun (wolf) so I 
urge you to... 
 
 

PLEASE VOTE NO!  
ON BOTH MICHIGAN 

WOLF HUNT REFERENDA 

Lansing Mayor Virg Bernero and  
Chairperson Payment in Lansing 

National Congress of American Indians-National Indian Health Board Tribal Unity Days in DC:  R to L, Senator Jon Tester (D-Montana), Chair of the Senate Indian Affairs Committee;    
Mary Pavel, Legislative Chief of Staff for Senate Indian Affairs Committee; Congressman Tom Cole (R-Oklahoma); Senator Mark Begich (D-Alaska); Dr. Yvette Robideaux, Interim Director 
for Indian Health Service; retiring Senator Tim Johnson (D-South Dakota), each providing updates and demonstrating support for Indian County though their actions.   

Recovery Walk 2014 

Call:  800-793-0660   Cell:  906-440-5937   Email:  chairpersonpayment@saulttribe.net    Facebook ‘Aaron Payment’   

Watch Sault Tribe Board Meetings on Livestream:   http://new.livestream.com/TOSSABCS2  


